Get Ready: Simplify Algebraic Expressions
Readiness practice for Lesson 6-7  ·  Builds toward 6.EE.3
Name: ______________________________      Period: ______      Date: __________
Why this matters
To simplify, you combine things that are the same kind — like adding up how many x's you have, or how many plain numbers. So this lesson runs on counting and combining equal groups and on quick addition. Warm those up first.
Skills you'll warm up: Combining like counts (how many of the same)  ·  Adding small numbers  ·  x means '1 group of x'  ·  Adding plain numbers separately
Pick your level (your teacher or the online check will point you to one):
Level 0 · Most support
Count the same kind, one step at a time.
1.  2 cubes + 3 cubes = ___ cubes
____________________________________________________
2.  4 cubes + 1 cube = ___ cubes
____________________________________________________
3.  3 dots + 3 dots = ___ dots
____________________________________________________
Level 1 · Support
Now the cubes are called x. Add the counts.
1.  3 x's + 2 x's = ___ x's (just the number)
____________________________________________________
2.  Write that answer: 3x + 2x = ?
     choices: 6x   /   5   /   5x   /   23x
____________________________________________________
3.  4 + 2 (just the plain numbers) = ___
____________________________________________________
Level 2 · Stretch
Warm up straight into simplifying.
1.  Simplify 4x + 3x.
     choices: 7   /   7x   /   12x   /   43x
____________________________________________________
2.  Simplify 2x + 5 + 3 (combine the plain numbers).
     choices: 2x + 8   /   10x   /   2x + 15   /   8x
____________________________________________________
Exit Ticket — show you're ready
1.  Simplify 2x + 4x.
     choices: 6   /   8x   /   6x   /   24x
____________________________________________________
2.  Combine the plain numbers: 3 + 5 = ___
____________________________________________________
When you've finished, open Lesson 6-7 and dive in!


Answer Key (teacher)
Level 0 · Most support
1. 5
2. 5
3. 6
Level 1 · Support
1. 5
2. 5x
3. 6
Level 2 · Stretch
1. 7x
2. 2x + 8
Exit Ticket
1. 6x
2. 8
