Get Ready: Mean Absolute Deviation
Readiness practice for Lesson 8-3  ·  Builds toward 6.SP.5c
Name: ______________________________      Period: ______      Date: __________
Why this matters
Mean absolute deviation measures how far each value sits from the mean. To do it you find a mean (add ÷ count), then subtract to get each distance, then average those distances. So subtraction, addition, and division all need to be warm.
Skills you'll warm up: Subtracting to find a distance  ·  Adding a list of numbers  ·  Dividing (for the mean)  ·  Distance is always positive
Pick your level (your teacher or the online check will point you to one):
Level 0 · Most support
Just find the distance — bigger minus smaller.
1.  How far is 6 from 4? (6 − 4)
____________________________________________________
2.  How far is 3 from 5? (Take bigger minus smaller: 5 − 3)
____________________________________________________
3.  Add the distances: 2 + 2 = ___
____________________________________________________
Level 1 · Support
Find distances from a mean, then add them.
1.  The mean is 5. How far is the value 9 from the mean?
____________________________________________________
2.  The mean is 5. How far is the value 2 from the mean?
____________________________________________________
3.  Add those distances: 4 + 3 = ___
____________________________________________________
Level 2 · Stretch
Average the distances (a mini-MAD).
1.  The distances from the mean are 2, 4, 6. What is their total?
____________________________________________________
2.  There are 3 distances totaling 12. What is the average distance (12 ÷ 3)?
____________________________________________________
Exit Ticket — show you're ready
1.  The mean is 6. How far is the value 10 from the mean?
____________________________________________________
2.  The distances are 1, 3, 2. Add them, then divide by 3 for the average distance.
____________________________________________________
When you've finished, open Lesson 8-3 and dive in!


Answer Key (teacher)
Level 0 · Most support
1. 2
2. 2
3. 4
Level 1 · Support
1. 4
2. 3
3. 7
Level 2 · Stretch
1. 12
2. 4
Exit Ticket
1. 4
2. 2
