Get Ready: Shape of Data Distributions
Readiness practice for Lesson 8-7  ·  Builds toward 6.SP.2
Name: ______________________________      Period: ______      Date: __________
Why this matters
To describe a distribution's shape — where the data clumps, where the peak is, whether it leans left or right — you must first read a number line and a bar/dot plot, find the tallest bar, and compare counts. Warm those feeders and shape talk makes sense.
Skills you'll warm up: Reading a number line  ·  Reading a bar / dot plot  ·  Finding the tallest (most common) value  ·  Comparing counts
Pick your level (your teacher or the online check will point you to one):
Level 0 · Most support
Find the biggest count.
1.  Counts are 1, 3, 2. What is the biggest count?
____________________________________________________
2.  Which is more, 5 or 2? Type the bigger number.
____________________________________________________
3.  On a number line, the points are 1, 2, 3. Which is farthest right?
____________________________________________________
Level 1 · Support
Find the peak and compare sides.
1.  A dot plot has counts 1, 2, 6, 2, 1 across values 1–5. Where is the peak?
     choices: at value 1   /   at value 3 (count 6)   /   at value 5
____________________________________________________
2.  Counts on the left side total 2 + 1 = ___
____________________________________________________
Level 2 · Stretch
Compare two sides of a distribution.
1.  Left bars are 3 and 2; right bars are 1 and 1. What is the left total?
____________________________________________________
2.  Left total is 5 and right total is 2. Which side has more data?
     choices: the left side   /   the right side
____________________________________________________
Exit Ticket — show you're ready
1.  Counts are 2, 7, 4. What is the biggest count (the peak height)?
____________________________________________________
2.  A number line has dots piled up near the low numbers with few high ones. The data clusters where?
     choices: near the low numbers (left)   /   near the high numbers (right)
____________________________________________________
When you've finished, open Lesson 8-7 and dive in!


Answer Key (teacher)
Level 0 · Most support
1. 3
2. 5
3. 3
Level 1 · Support
1. at value 3 (count 6)
2. 3
Level 2 · Stretch
1. 5
2. the left side
Exit Ticket
1. 7
2. near the low numbers (left)
